
 

Der Hetzer 
Werktitel: Der Hetzer
Untertitel:
Musiktheater nach Verdis Otello für Stimmen, Großes Orchester und Chor, mit 4
Rap-Interventionen
KomponistIn: Lang Bernhard
Beteiligte Personen (Text):
Shakespeare William, Boito Arrigo, Bernhard Lang (Libretto)
Entstehungsjahr: 2019–2020
Dauer: 2h
Genre(s): Neue Musik
Gattung(en): Oper/Musiktheater
Besetzung: Solostimme(n) Chor Orchester
Besetzungsdetails:

Orchestercode: S, Ms, T, Ct, Bar, Bass-Bar, B, 4 Rap-Interventionen, Ch - 3/3/4/3
- 4/2/3/1 - Pk,3 Perc, Glsp, Xyl, Vib, Mar, Drumset, Bgt, Hf, Synth - 12/10/8/6/5

Solo: Sopran (1), Mezzosopran (1), Tenor (1), Countertenor (1), Bariton (1), Bass-
Bariton (1), Bass (1), Stimme (4, Rap-Intervention)

Chor (1), Flöte (3), Oboe (3), Klarinette (4), Fagott (3), Horn (4), Trompete (2),
Posaune (3), Tuba (1), Pauke (1), Perkussion (3), Glockenspiel (1), Xylophon (1),
Vibraphon (1), Marimbaphon (1), Schlagzeug (1), Bassgitarre (1), Harfe (1),
Synthesizer (1), Violine (22), Viola (8), Violoncello (6), Kontrabass (5)

Art der Publikation: Verlag
Titel der Veröffentlichung: Der Hetzer
Verlag/Verleger: G. Ricordi & Co. Bühnen- und Musikverlag

Bezugsquelle: G. Ricordi & Co. Bühnen- und Musikverlag

Handlung
"Joe Coltello is different. He is not from around here. He looks different from us.
Perhaps he even speaks with a slight accent. Surely, he cannot be trusted... What
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ensues is a story as old as time: Coltello is othered, harassed, slandered even.
Jealousy and tacit racism turn into bullying and eventually spiral into murder. 

Jealousy, slander, and murder. These three timeless themes are the central focus
in William Shakespeare’s tragedy Othello (1603). More than three centuries later,
in 1887, the Italian composer Guiseppe Verdi would use Shakespeare’s text as the
starting point for a four-act opera, likewise to be titled Otello. Today, and again
more than a century later, Lang repeats this cycle by re-writing Verdi’s
masterpiece. In Der Hetzer (2019–20), Verdi’s late-romantic opera becomes a
forceful, jazz-infused political commentary on pressing current issues such as
migration and ethnic bias. In the intervals between the four acts, the composer
invites young, local talent to the stage and asks hip-hop artists, rappers, and DJ’s
to comment on their own experiences with the opera’s central themes. The
message could not be more clear: while a lot has changed since the seventeenth
century, the fear of the faceless ‘other’ has intensified and is perhaps more
polarising and dangerous than ever. "
Programmhinweise, G. Ricordi & Co. Bühnen- und Musikverlag, abgerufen am
18.09.2025 [https://www.ricordi.com/en-US/Catalogue.aspx/details/451213]

Auftrag: Oper Dortmund (Deutschland), gefördert durch die Ernst von Siemens
Musikstiftung
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